Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 173 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.039; wR factor = 0.111; data-to-parameter ratio = 16.5.
In the title compound, C 12 H 14 O 4 ÁH 2 O, the dihydrobenzofuran ring adopts an envelope conformation with the substituted C atom 0.142 (1) Å out of the least-squares plane. In the crystal, the components are linked via intermolecular O water -HÁ Á ÁO and O-HÁ Á ÁO water hydrogen-bonding interactions, forming a three-dimensional network. Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (Xu et al., 2005; Li,et al., 2009 ), Herein we report the synthesis and structure of the title compound.
Related literature
The dihedral angle between the plane C7-C3-C2-O1 and the plane C8-O1-C7 is 23.20 (14)°, which indicates that the dihydrobenzofuran ring is in an envelope conformation (Fig. 1) . Its substituted C8 atom is 0.142 (1) Å out of the least-squares plane defined by O1, C2, C3, C7 and C8. In the crystal structure, intermolecular O water -H···O and and O-H···O water hydrogen bonds link organic molecules and water molecules into a three-dimensional network (Fig. 2) . Experimental 0.10 mol 2,2-dimethyl-2,3-dihydrobenzofuran-7-ol , 0.12 mol chloroacetic acid, 0.25 mol sodium hydroxide and 70 ml water were stirred and heated under reflux for 3 h. Then the reaction mixture was cooled to 283 K and 15 ml concentrated hydrochloric acid was added to give 2-(2,2-dimethyl-2,3-dihydrobenzofuran-7-yloxy)acetic acid hydrate as amber solid of 21.91 g, yield 98.5%. Single colourless crystals suitable for X-ray diffraction were obtained by slow evaporation of an ethyl acetate solution at room temperature over a period of nine days. 
